Back-to-School Night

August 25, 2016
Welcome to Parker Whitney Elementary School.  I am looking forward to working with you and your child this year.   The past few days have been spent setting the classroom tone and getting to know one another.  We have also spent time learning about the school and classroom routines.


Following are some things that I would like to share with you regarding the curriculum as well the classroom rules and routines.  If you have any questions regarding any of the items below, please don’t hesitate to ask.



Daily Schedules:

8:25 School starts
8:35-10:10 Literacy Centers, Guided Reading
10:10-10:30 Snack and recess

10:30-11:30   Calendar, Math
11:30-12:10 Lunch

12:10-12:20  Rest
12:20-1:25  Math Centers
1:25-1:40 Recess

1:40-2:10 Writing, Poetry, Star of the Week
2:10-2:40 Choice Time

2:45 Dismissal

* Science and Social Studies will be integrated with our Literature and Monthly Themes.

Homework Policy:

Your child will receive a homework packet every Monday.  All Homework is due back to school on Friday.  In the near future, your child will bring leveled books home to read to you.  Please be sure to sign the reading log and return the folder to school the next day.



Tardies/Absences:

If your child is late please check them into the office first.  Please call the office and/or send a note with your child the day after an absence.



Parent Communication:
Daily Work:  I will send home samples of your child’s work.  In addition to your child’s projects and creations, you will find important notices from our school.  
Newsletters:  Informs of activities, events and subjects taught (via email).

Conferences and Report cards:  November and March 


Label things:

Please be sure all jackets, sweaters, backpacks and lunch pails are labeled with your child’s name.  If something is lost, please check the Lost and Found in the cafeteria. Also, please send your child’s lunch money in an envelope with your child’s name on it.  

Star of the Week:

Each week a different child will be the Star of the Week.  The child chosen will be the leader for the week.  The child will lead the flag salute, be the line leader, class-helper, etc.  We will also make a special book for your child during this week.  I will send a note to let you know when it is your child’s turn to be Star of the Week. Please complete and return the Star of the Week poster by Friday, September 2nd.


Birthdays:

Most children enjoy having their birthdays recognized at school.  Unless instructed otherwise, I will have the class sing Happy Birthday to him or her.  You may choose to send in a book to add to our class library and/or a special treat to help celebrate.  Please note that all party invitations should be mailed from home.



Snacks:

Please send a healthy (small) snack to school with your child everyday.  


Book Orders:

Throughout the year, your child will be able to order books from the “Scholastic Book Club”.  

Library:

Our Library day will be on Fridays.  Please try to spend some time reading to your child or listening to them read.  Please help him/her find a safe place to keep the book.  Please return your library book by Thursday.  Your child may check out a new book every week as long as there are no overdue books.  


Computer Lab:

Your child will go to the computer lab every Friday to read books and take Accelerated Reading quizzes with their big buddies.  



Volunteers:

Thank you for volunteering!  You are a valuable part of our program.  All volunteers must check in at the office and obtain a visitors badge before entering the classroom.  People who volunteer in the classroom are required to have a TB test or verification that you have had one.  VOLUNTEERS MUST ALSO GET FINGERPRINT CLEARANCE.  A regular volunteer schedule will be established in a few weeks.  If you are unable to come on the day that you have been scheduled, please call to let me know.  This will help me re-adjust the schedule for the day.



PTC:

Please consider joining and being active in our Parker Whitney School Parent Teacher Club (PTC).  We have a wonderful group of people that work hard to support our school and students in many ways.  



Additional Information:

*  If your child does not know how to tie his or her shoes, please have him or her wear Velcro or slip on shoes.

*  Please DO NOT send any toys to school unless it is your child’s turn to have the sharing tub.

*  Field trips will be scheduled during the year and advance notice will be sent home.  If you wish to chaperone, you must be fingerprinted.  Unfortunately, siblings may not attend field trips. 

*  If you have any important papers or notes to give to me, the best way to get them to me is to safety pin them on your child’s back or backpack.  Sometimes I will send important notes home this way.  You can also contact me by email.
Thank you to all the families that donated supplies to our classroom.  I really appreciate your generosity.  Thank you for sharing your children with me.  It is indeed an honor to work with them.  I strongly believe that a successful education is a joint venture between school and home.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments, or concerns by email at dvanliew@rocklin.k12.ca.us.

We are going to have a great year.  Thank you for your support! 
